Remarks 

Reconsideration of the present application is respectfully requested in view of the 
tinvgoing amendments and following remarks. Claims 1-14 are pending in the application. 
Claims 1, K), and 13 are independent. Chums 1-14 have been amended for reasons not 
necessarily related to patentability. Claims 15-20 have been added. No new matter has been 
added. No claims have been allowed. Claims 1-14 have been rejected. These rejections arc- 
respectfully traversed. 

Paten tability of Claims I and 3-14 over Nierlich in view of Karanam under 35 U.S.C. §103 

Claims 1 and 3-14 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 6,519,509 to Nierlich et al. ("Nierlieh") in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,266,713 to Karanam et al. ("Karanam"). These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

Claim 1 

Independent claim 1 as amended recites in part: 

a power-control outlet user configuration file accessible by the remote user 
system for affecting the plurality of power-control outlets, wherein the power-control 
outlet user configuration file comprises user configuration data for each of the plurality of 
power-control outlets disposed in the power-distribution apparatus ; 

a memory disposed in the power-distribution apparatus and having a power- 
control outlet user configuration file storage area ; and 

at least one power controller board disposed in the power-distribution apparatus , 
wherein the at least one power controller board corresponds to at least two of the plurality 
of power-control outlets, the at least one power controller board comprising a power- 
control outlet user configuration file transfer mechanism in communication with the 
communication interface accessible by the remote user system, whereby the power- 
control outlet user configuration file transfer mechanism imports and exports the power- 
control outlet user configuration file from the power-distribution apparatus to the remote 
user system via the communication interface (emphasis added). 

For example, the present application states at page 10, lines 25-30: 

Each power controller board independently stores user configuration data for each of its 
power control ports. A typical implementation will have four relay-operated power 
control ports. Part of the user configuration can include a user-assigned name for each 
control port. 
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Nierlieh docs not teach or suggest a power control oullcl user configuration lile, lei alone 
a power conlrol oullcl configuration lile thai comprises user configuration data for each of the 
plurality of pow er-control outlets disposal in the power-distribution apparatus, as required by 
independent claim 1 . for example, Nierlieh describes "|aj preferred embodiment of a network 
access device |tliat| is an HI -20004 thai links power monitoring circuitry 14, power curtailment 
circuitry, and a management device 10 through a publicly accessible distributed network such as 
the Internet 16" (see Fid. 1 and col. 3, lines 30-34). This 1:1-20004 "is electrically connected to 
the end- user's meters 14," which include "standard pulse meters, . . . pulse meters with internal 
pulse accumulating circuitry, and smart meters" (see col. 4, lines 56-62). 

Nicrlich also describes an HI -20004 "Configuration File that preferably includes the F.l- 
2000 callback frequency, its meter designations, its pulse accumulator device identity, its meter 
multiplier coefficients, its meter polling frequency, and its Watermark boundaries assigned to 
each meter the El -20004 supports" (.see col. 5, lines 55-59). Thus Nierlieh is understood to 
describe a network access device (El -20004) configuration file that includes information specific 
to the network access device. Nierlieh does not, however, describe anything relating to a power- 
control outlet user configuration file, let alone a power-control outlet user configuration file 
comprising user configuration data for each of the plurality of power-control outlets disposed in 
the power-distribution apparatus, as recited by independent claim 1 . 

Furthermore, because Nierlieh does not teach or suggest anything relating to a power- 
control outlet user configuration file, Applicants respectfully submit that Nierlieh does not teach 
or suggest a memory disposed in the power-distribution apparatus and having a power-control 
outlet user configuration file storage area, as recited by independent claim 1 . 

Additionally, because Nierlieh does not teach or suggest anything relating to a power- 
control outlet user configuration file, Applicants respectfully submit that Nierlieh does not teach 
or suggest a power-control outlet user configuration file transfer mechanism, let alone at least 
one power controller board disposed in the power-distribution apparatus, wherein the at least one 
power controller board corresponds to at least two of the plurality of power-control outlets, the at 
least one power controller board comprising a power-control outlet user configuration file 
transfer mechanism in communication with the communication interface accessible by the 
remote user system, as recited by independent claim 1 . 
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Karanani docs not cure the deficiencies of Nicrlieh. For example, IK i. 3 of Karanaui and 
(he corresponding discussion al col. >, lines 1 is understood lo describe a system that 
includes a DDI- server KM), logical data tables 102, ami a variety of connected modules 104, K)(>, 
10K, 1 10, and 1 1 2. Karanam is understood to go on to describe, at col. X, lines 1 1 -23, an off-line 
server configuration utility that: provides for communication port, device/topic, anil device type 
register map, group polling priority, and supported function codes configuration, as well as 
device type register map invalid register addresses, item mnemonic to register mapping, and 
server operational parameters; and also allows for the exporting and importing of register groups 
and mnemonics. Karanam is also understood to describe, at col. 17, lines 33-49, a feature that 
allows a user to configure the system as well as export and import register groups and 
mnemonics. Karanam does not, however, describe anything relating to the power-control outlet 
user configuration 111c recited by independent claim 1 . 

Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that Nierlich and Karanam, individually or in 
combination, do not teach or suggest the claimed elements of independent claim 1. Accordingly, 
Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) rejection be withdrawn from 
independent claim 1 . 

Claim 3 

Dependent claim 3 depends directly or indirectly from parent claim 1 and is allowable for 
at least the reasons recited above in support of parent claim 1. It is also independently 
patentable. 

For example, Nierlich and Karanam, individually or in combination, do not teach or 
suggest any type of power-control outlet user configuration file, let alone "a configuration upload 
command mechanism in communication with the power-control outlet user configuration file 
transfer mechanism, whereby the configuration upload command mechanism recognizes a user 
command to upload the power-control outlet user configuration file from the memory disposed 
in the power-distribution apparatus to a destination," as recited by dependent claim 3. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of 
dependent claim 3 be withdrawn. 
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Claim 4 

1 >ependenl claim -1 depends directly or indirectly from parent claim 1 and is allowable for 
at least the reasons recited above in support ol' parent claim 1. ll is also independently 
patentable. 

lor example, Nierlich and Karatuun, individually or in combination, do not teach or 
suggest any type of power-control outlet user configuration file, let alone "a configuration 
substitution command mechanism in communication with the power-control outlet user 
configuration file transfer mechanism, whereby the configuration substitution command 
mechanism recognizes a user command to download a substitute power-control outlet user 
configuration file to the memory disposed in the power-distribution apparatus from a source," as 
recited by dependent claim 4. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of 
dependent claim 4 be withdrawn. 

Claim 5 

Dependent claim 5 depends directly or indirectly from parent claim 1 and is allowable for 
at least the reasons recited above in support of parent claim 1 . It is also independently 
patentable. 

For example, Nierlich and Karanam, individually or in combination, do not teach or 
suggest any type of power-control outlet user configuration file, let alone "an integrity-checking 
application that checks the integrity of a substitute power-control outlet user configuration file 
downloaded to the memory disposed in the power-distribution apparatus and facilitates rejection 
of a corrupted file transfer," as recited by dependent claim 5. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of 
dependent claim 5 be withdrawn. 

Claim 6 

Dependent claim 6 depends directly or indirectly from parent claim 1 and is allowable for 
at least the reasons recited above in support of parent claim 1 . It is also independently 
patentable. 
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h>r example, Nierlich and Karanam, individually or in combination, do no! teach or 
sut'.j'.esl any type of power control outlet user configuration file, let alone "an integrity cheeking 
application that checks the integrity ol'a substitute power-control outlet user configuration file 
downloaded to the memory disposed in the power-distribution apparatus and facilitates adoption 
of an acceptable file transfer,""' as recited by dependent claim (>. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 I l.S.C § 103(a) rejection of 
dependent claim 6 be withdrawn. 

Claim 7 

Dependent claim 7 depends directly or indirectly from parent claim 1 and is allowable for 
at least the reasons recited above in support of parent claim 1 . It is also independently 
patentable. 

For example, Nierlich and Karanam, individually or in combination, do not teach or 
suggest any type of power-control outlet user configuration file, let alone "a configuration editor 
application that allows for construction of a substitute power-control outlet user configuration 
file," as recited by dependent claim 7. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of 
dependent claim 7 be withdrawn. 

Claim 8 

Dependent claim 8 depends directly or indirectly from parent claim 1 and is allowable for 
at least the reasons recited above in support of parent claim 1. It is also independently 
patentable. 

For example, Nierlich and Karanam, individually or in combination, do not teach or 
suggest any type of power-control outlet user configuration file, let alone "a configuration editor 
application that allows for modification of the power-control outlet user configuration file into a 
substitute power-control outlet user configuration file," as recited by dependent claim 8. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of 
dependent claim 8 be withdrawn. 
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Claim 

Dependent claim <> depends directly or indirectly front parent claim 1 and is allowable for 
at least the reasons recited above in support of parent claim I . It is also independently 

patentable. 

f or example, Nierlich and Karanam, individually or in combination, do not teach or 
suggest any type of power-control outlet user configuration file, let alone "a command 
mechanism in communication with the power-control outlet user configuration file transfer 
mechanism, whereby the command mechanism recognizes a first user command to upload the 
power-control outlet user configuration file from the memory disposed in the power-distribution 
apparatus to a destination and recognizes a second user command to download a substitute 
power-control outlet user configuration file to the memory disposed in the power-distribution 
apparatus from a source," "a transfer mechanism, whereby the transfer mechanism cheeks the 
integrity of the substitute power-control outlet user configuration file downloaded to the memory 
disposed in the power-distribution apparatus and rejects a corrupted file transfer, and whereby 
the transfer mechanism also checks the integrity of the substitute power-control outlet user 
configuration file downloaded to the memory disposed in the power-distribution apparatus and 
adopts for use an acceptable file transfer," and "an editor application, whereby the editor 
application allows for modification of the power-control outlet user configuration file into a 
substitute user configuration file," as recited by dependent claim 9. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of 
dependent claim 9 be withdraw n. 
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Claim 10 

Independent claim 10 as amended recites in part; 

remotely controlling (he plurality of power- control outlets disposed in the local 
power-distribution apparatus with a remote control application; 

transferring a power-control outlet user configuration file to the local power- 
distribution apparatus, the power-control outlet user con figuration file comprising user 
configuration data for each of the plurality of power-control outlets disposed in the local 
power distribution apparatus; 

uploading a copx.of the power : cpntroI outlet usenconll^ujatipji_ljile to the remote 
control application from the local power-distribution apparatus over a data 
communication channel; and 

downlpadjj^a_sjjbjtf^ configuration file from the 

remote control application to the local power-distribution apparatus over the data 
communication channel, wherein the substitute power-control outlet user configuration 
file may replace the power-control outlet user configuration file (emphasis added). 

For example, the present application states at page 10, lines 25-30: 

Each power controller board independently stores user configuration data for each of its 
power control ports. A typical implementation will have four relay-operated power 
control ports. Part of the user configuration can include a user-assigned name for each 

control port. 

Nierlieh does not teach or suggest a power-control outlet user configuration file, let alone 
a power-control outlet configuration file comprising user configuration data for each of the 
plurality of power-control outlets disposed in the local power-distribution apparatus, as recited 
by independent claim 10. For example, Nierlieh describes "[a] preferred embodiment of a 
network access device [that ] is an E 1 -20004 that links power monitoring circuitry 14, power 
curtailment circuitry, and a management device 10 through a publicly accessible distributed 
network such as the Internet 16" (see FIG. 1 and col. 3, lines 30-34). This E 1 -20004 "is 
electrically connected to the end-user's meters 14," which include "standard pulse meters, . . . 
pulse meters with internal pulse accumulating circuitry, and smart meters" (see col. 4, lines 56- 
62). 

Nierlieh also describes an El -20004 "Configuration File that preferably includes the El - 
2000 callback frequency, its meter designations, its pulse accumulator device identity, its meter 
multiplier coefficients, its meter polling frequency, and its Watermark boundaries assigned to 
each meter the El-20004 supports" (see col. 5, lines 55-59). Thus Nierlieh is understood to 
describe a network access device (El-20004) configuration file that includes information specific 



Page 14 of 25 



i'A I I N 1 AppIh .tl.unNumiH-. Ii'iS'J.'.imi 

lo the network access dc\ ice. Nierlich does net, however, describe anything rclatiii}' a powcr- 
control oiillcl user configuration tile, let alone a power control outlet user eonliguration file 
comprising user eonliguration data for each ol'tlie plurality of power-control outlets disposed in 
the local power distribution apparatus, as recited by independent claim 10. 

Furthermore, because Nierlich does not teach or suggest anything relating to a power- 
control outlet user configuration file. Applicants respectfully submit that Nierlich does not teach 
or suggest uploading a copy of the power-control outlet user configuration file to the remote 
control application from the local power-distribution apparatus over a data communication 
channel, as recited by independent claim 10. 

Additionally, because Nierlich does not teach or suggest anything relating to a power- 
control outlet user configuration file, Applicants respectfully submit that Nierlich does not teach 
or suggest a substitute power-control outlet user configuration file, let alone downloading a 
substitute power-control outlet user configuration file from the remote control application to the 
local power-distribution apparatus over the data communication channel, wherein the substitute 
power-control outlet user configuration file may replace the power-control outlet user 
configuration file, as recited by independent claim 10. 

Karanam does not cure the deficiencies of Nierlich. For example, FIG. 3 of Karanam and 
the corresponding discussion at col. 5, lines 1-39, is understood to describe a system that 
includes a DDF. server 100, logical data tables 102, and a variety of connected modules 1 04, 106, 
108, 110, and 1 12. Karanam is understood to go on to describe, at col. 8, lines 1 1-23, an off-line 
server configuration utility that: provides for communication port, device/topic, and device type 
register map, group polling priority, and supported function codes configuration, as well as 
device type register map invalid register addresses, item mnemonic to register mapping, and 
server operational parameters; and also allows for the exporting and importing of register groups 
and mnemonics. Karanam is also understood to describe, at col. 17, lines 33-49, a feature that 
allows a user to configure the system as well as export and import register groups and 
mnemonics. Karanam does not, however, describe anything relating to the power-control outlet 
user configuration file, let alone uploading a copy of the power-control outlet user configuration 
file to the remote control application from the local power-distribution apparatus over a data 
communication channel or downloading a substitute power-control outlet user configuration file 
from the remote control application to the local power-distribution apparatus over the data 
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communication channel, wherein the substitute power control outlet user configuration file may 
replace the power -control outlet user configuration tile, all of which are recited by independent 
claim 10, 

Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that Nierlich and Karanam, individually or in 
combination, do not teach or suggest the claimed elements of independent claim 10. 
Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection be withdrawn 

from independent claim 1 0, 

Claim 1 1 

Dependent claim 1 1 depends directly or indirectly from parent claim 10 and is allowable 
for at least the reasons recited above in support of parent claim 10. It is also independently 
patentable. 

For example, Nierlich and Karanam, individually or in combination, do not teach or 
suggest any type of power-control outlet user configuration file, let alone "checking the integrity 
of the power-control outlet user configuration file and aborting the uploading step if corrupted," 
as recited by dependent claim 1 1 . 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of 
dependent claim 1 1 be withdrawn. 

Claim 12 

Dependent claim 12 depends directly or indirectly from parent claim 10 and is allowable 
for at least the reasons recited above in support of parent claim 10. It is also independently 
patentable. 

For example, Nierlich and Karanam, individually or in combination, do not teach or 
suggest any type of power-control outlet user configuration file, let alone "checking the integrity 
of the power-control outlet user configuration file and adopting it for use if not corrupted," as 
recited by dependent claim 12. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of 
dependent claim 12 be withdrawn. 
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Claim 1 > 

Independent claim 13 as amended recites in pari: 

A. a remote power manager having power inpul eoniieclable lo a power 
netwoik (hat provides power to be distributed to associated electronic devices, a plurality 
of power control power output ports connectable to the associated electronic devices, a 
power controller in power controlling communication with the plurality of power -control 
power output ports, a data communications network port system in communication with 
the power controller and being connectable to the data communications network, and a 
power manager memory providing storage for ;a _p<Hvcr_-cpntrol power output port user 
configuration file., the power-control [power output port user configuration file comprising 
use r coi 1 II gurat ion data lor eac h o f the pi ural jty of power-control power outputports; and 

B. a power-cjJiitlX)! .power putpujjwrt Jls^Tjppnflsjuj^jlJpn file Iransjer 

app Ij c a t i on pro vi d i ng f or sclccta h |y j mpprt i ng _a power-contr ol pow er out put p o rt use r 
eon Hgu rati ojijTJe from the distal power manager application through the data 
communications port system lo Ihe power manager memory, or exporting (lie pow;er- 
control power output po rt u ser configurati o n file from the power manager memory 
through the data communications network port system to the distal power manager 
application over the data communications network (emphasis added). 

For example, the present application states at page 10, lines 25-30: 

Each power controller board independently stores user configuration data for each of its 
power control ports, A typical implementation will have four relay-operated power 
control ports. Part of the user configuration can include a user-assigned name for each 
control port. 

Nierlich docs not teach or suggest a power-control power output port user configuration 
file, let alone a power-control power output port user configuration file comprising user 
configuration data for each of the plurality of power-control power output ports, as required by 
independent claim 13. For example, Nierlich describes "[a] preferred embodiment of a network 
access device [that] is an El -20004 that links power monitoring circuitry 14, power curtailment 
circuitry, and a management device 10 through a publicly accessible distributed network such as 
the Internet 16" (see FIG. 1 and col. 3, lines 30-34). This El -20004 "is electrically connected to 
the end-user's meters 14," which include "standard pulse meters, . . . pulse meters with internal 
pulse accumulating circuitry, and smart meters" (see col. 4, lines 56-62). 

Nierlich also describes an El -20004 "Configuration File that preferably includes the El - 
2000 callback frequency, its meter designations, its pulse accumulator device identity, its meter 
multiplier coefficients, its meter polling frequency, and its Watermark boundaries assigned to 
each meter the El-20004 supports" (see col. 5, lines 55-59). Thus Nierlich is understood to 
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describe a network access device (Fl -20004) configuration tile that includes information specific 
to the network access device. Nierlieh does not, however, describe anything relating to a power 
control power output port user configuration file, let alone a pow er-control pow er output port 
user configuration file comprising user configuration data for each of the plurality of power- 
control power output ports, as recited by independent claim 13. 

furthermore, because Nierlieh does not teach or suggest anything relating to a power- 
control power output port configuration file. Applicants respectfully submit that Nierlieh does 
not teach or suggest a power manager memory providing storage for a power-control power 
output port user configuration file, as recited by independent claim 13. 

Additionally, because Nierlieh does not teach or suggest anything relating to a power- 
control power output port user configuration file. Applicants respectfully submit that Nierlieh 
does not teach or suggest a power-control power output port user configuration file transfer 
application providing for selectably importing a power-control power output port user 
configuration file from the distal power manager application through the data communications 
port system to the power manager memory, or exporting the power-control power output port 
user configuration file from the power manager memory through the data communications 
network port system to the distal power manager application over the data communications 
network, as recited by independent claim 13. 

Karanam does not cure the deficiencies of Nierlieh. For example, FIG. 3 of Karanam and 
the corresponding discussion at col. 5, lines 1-39, is understood to describe a system that 
includes a DDE server 100, logical data tables 102, and a variety of connected modules 104, 106, 
108, 1 10, and 1 12. Karanam is understood to go on to describe, at col. 8, lines 1 1-23, an off-line 
server configuration utility that: provides for communication port, device/topic, and device type 
register map, group polling priority, and supported function codes configuration, as well as 
device type register map invalid register addresses, item mnemonic to register mapping, and 
server operational parameters; and also allows for the exporting and importing of register groups 
and mnemonics. Karanam is also understood to describe, at col. 17, lines 33-49, a feature that 
allows a user to configure the system as well as export and import register groups and 
mnemonics. Karanam does not, however, describe anything relating to the power-control power 
output port user configuration file recited by independent claim 13. 
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Therefore, Applicants respectfully submil thai Nieriich ami Karanam, indix iduatlv 01 in 
combination, do not teach or suggest the claimed elements of independent claim 1 T 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the *5 U.S.C. § HH(a) rejection be withdrawn 

from independent claim 13. 

Claim 14 

Dependent claim 14 depends directly or indirectly from parent claim 13 and is allowable 
for at least the reasons recited above in support of parent claim 13. It is also independently 
patentable. 

For example, Nieriich and Kara nam, individually or in combination, do not teach or 
suggest any type of power-control power output port user configuration file, let alone a remote 
power manager system "wherein the power-control power output port user configuration file 
comprises at least one user-assigned name for at least one of the plurality of power-control 
power output ports," as recited by dependent claim 14. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of 
dependent claim 14 be withdrawn. 

Patentability of Claim 2 over Nieriich and Karanam, in further view of Potega, under 35 
U.S.C. §103 

Claim 2 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,519.509 to Nieriich et al. ("Nieriich") and U.S. Patent No. 6,266.713 to Karanam et 
al. ("Karanam"), in further view of U.S. Patent No. 6,459,175 to Potega ("Potega"). This 
rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Dependent claim 2 depends directly or indirectly from its parent claim 1, and is allowable 
for at least the reasons recited above in support of its parent claim 1 . It is also independently 
patentable. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of 
dependent claim 2 be withdrawn. 
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Patentability of i laim\ I, 1.1, and 14 over I'ote^a in view of Wierlieh, further in view of 
ha ra nam, under J 5 I '.S.C. $ 1 0.1 
Claims I, 13. and 14 have been rejected under 35 I l.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No, 6,45 l U75 to Potega rTotega") in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,51 ^509 to 
Nierlich et al. ("Nierlich"), further in view oftl.S. Patent No. 6.2(>n,713 to Karanam el al. 
("Karanam"), These rejections are respectfully traversed. 



Independent claim 1 as amended recites in part: 

a power-control outlet user configuration file accessible by the remote user 
system for affecting the plurality of power-control outlets, wherein [Jhejiower-contrpJ 
out let user config uration file comp rise s user configuration data for each of the plurality of 
power-control outlets disposed in the power-distribution apparatus; 

a memory disposed in the power-distribution apparatus and having a„ppwer- 
conlrol cHitJeTiisej-_ainngu_ralipn 11 le storage area ; and 

at least one power j:pi]irqller board disposed in the pq^ 
wherein the at least one power controller board corresponds to at least two of the plurality 
of power-control outlets, the at least on e power co ntrolle r board comprisi ng a po wer- 
control outlet user configuration file transfer mechanism in communication with the 
communication interface accessible by the remote user system, whereby the power- 
control outlet user configuration file transfer mechanism imports and exports the power- 
control outlet user configuration file from the power-distribution apparatus to the remote 
user system via the communication interface (emphasis added). 

For example, the present application states at page 10, lines 25-30: 

Each power controller board independently stores user configuration data for each of its 
power control ports. A typical implementation will have four relay-operated power 
control ports. Part of the user configuration can include a user-assigned name for each 
control port. 

Potega does not teach or suggest a power-control outlet configuration file that comprises 
user configuration data for each of the plurality of power-control outlets disposed in the power- 
distribution apparatus, as required by independent claim 1 . For example, Potega describes a 
remote Master Control Unit (MCU) that sends commands to controllable power supplies (see 
col. 30, line 63, to col. 31, line 8). Potega does not, however, describe anything relating to a 
power-control outlet user configuration file, let alone a power-control outlet user configuration 
file accessible by a remote user system for affecting a plurality of power-control outlets, a 
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memory disposed in ihc power distribution apparatus and having a power control outlet user 
configuration Hie storage area, or at least one power controller board disposed in the power 
distribution apparatus, wherein the at least one power controller board corresponds to at least two 
ol'the plurality of power-control outlets, the at least one power controller board comprising a 
power-control outlet user conllguration file transfer mechanism in communication with the 
communication interlace accessible by the remote user system, all of which are required by 
independent claim 1 . 

Nierlich does not cure the deficiencies of Potega, As discussed above, Nierlich does not 
teach or suggest anything relating to a power-control outlet user configuration file, let alone a 
power-control outlet user conllguration file accessible by a remote user system for affecting a 
plurality of power-control outlets, a memory disposed in the power-distribution apparatus and 
having a power-control outlet user configuration file storage area, or at least one power 
controller board disposed in the power-distribution apparatus, wherein the at least one power 
controller board corresponds to at least two of the plurality of power-control outlets, the at least 
one power controller board comprising a power-control outlet user configuration file transfer 
mechanism in communication with the communication interface accessible by the remote user 
system, all of which are required by independent claim 1. 

Karanam does not cure the deficiencies of Nierlich and/or Potega. As discussed above, 
Karanam does not teach or suggest anything relating to a power-control outlet user configuration 
file, let alone a power-control outlet user configuration file accessible by a remote user system 
for affecting a plurality of power-control outlets, a memory disposed in the power-distribution 
apparatus and having a power-control outlet user configuration file storage area, or at least one 
power controller board disposed in the power-distribution apparatus, wherein the at least one 
power controller board corresponds to at least two of the plurality of power-control outlets, the at 
least one power controller board comprising a power-control outlet user configuration file 
transfer mechanism in communication with the communication interface accessible by the 
remote user system, all of which are required by independent claim 1 . 

Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that Potega, Nierlich, and Karanam, 
individually or in combination, do not teach or suggest the claimed elements of independent 
claim 1. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection be 
withdrawn from independent claim 1 . 
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QaiiiiJl 

Independent claim 13 as amended recilcs in part: 

A. a remote power manager having power input eoniiectable to a power 
network that provides power to he distributed to associated electronic devices, a plurality 
of power-control power output ports connectable to the associated electronic devices, a 
pow er controller in power controlling communication with the plurality of power-control 
power output ports, a data communications network port system in communication with 
the power controller and being connectable to the data communications network, and a 
power manager memory providing storage for a p<nyer 7 control power output port user 
conliguralion file, the power-control power output port user configuration file comprising 
user con llguratioiulata for each ol'thcj)luraJhxofpower r control power mitpuljwrts; and 

B. a power-control power output port user configuration file transfer 
application .providing lor selectably importing a power-control power output port user 
configuration file from the distal power manager application through the data 
communications port system to the power manager memory, or exporting the power- 
control power output port usj^; con figuration file from the power manager memory 
through the data communications network port system to the distal power manager 
application over the data communications network (emphasis added). 

For example, the present application states at page 10, lines 25-30: 

Each power controller board independently stores user configuration data for each of its 
power control ports. A typical implementation will have four relay-operated power 
control ports. Part of the user configuration can include a user- assigned name for each 
control port. 

Potega does not teach or suggest a power-control power output port user configuration 
file comprising user configuration data for each of the plurality of power-control power output 
ports, as required by independent claim 13. For example, Potega describes a remote Master 
Control Unit (MCU) that sends commands to controllable power supplies (see col. 30, line 63, to 
col. 31, line 8). Potega does not, however, describe anything relating to a power-control power 
output port user configuration file, let alone a power manager memory providing storage for a 
power-control power output port user configuration file, the power-control power output port 
user configuration file comprising user configuration data for each of the plurality of power- 
control power output ports, or a power-control power output port user configuration file transfer 
application providing for selectably importing a power-control power output port user 
configuration file from the distal power manager application through the data communications 
port system to the power manager memory, or exporting the power-control power output port 
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user configuration file from the power manager memory through (he data communications 
network port .system to the distal power mnnagei application over the data communications 
network, all of which are required by independent claim 13. 

Nierlieh does not cure the deficiencies of Potega. As discussed above, Nierlieh does not 
teach or suggest anything relating to a power-control power output port user configuration file, 
let alone a power manager memory providing storage for a power-control power output port user 
configuration [lie, the power-control power output port user configuration file comprising user 
configuration data for each of the plurality of power-control power output ports, or a power- 
control power output port user configuration file transfer application providing for seleetably 
importing a power-control power output port user configuration file from the distal power 
manager application through the data communications port system to the power manager 
memory, or exporting the power-control power output port user configuration file from the 
power manager memory through the data communications network port system to the distal 
power manager application over the data communications network, all of which are required by 
independent claim 13. 

Karanam does not cure the deficiencies of Nierlieh and/or Potega. As discussed above, 
Karanam does not teach or suggest anything relating to a power-control power output port user 
configuration file, let alone a power manager memory providing storage for a power-control 
power output port user configuration file, the power-control power output port user configuration 
file comprising user configuration data for each of the plurality of power-control power output 
ports, or a power-control power output port user configuration file transfer application providing 
for seleetably importing a power-control power output port user configuration file from the distal 
power manager application through the data communications port system to the power manager 
memory, or exporting the power-control power output port user configuration file from the 
power manager memory through the data communications network port system to the distal 
power manager application over the data communications network, all of which are required by 
independent claim 13, all of which are required by independent claim 13. 

Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that Potega, Nierlieh, and Karanam, 
individually or in combination, do not teach or suggest the claimed elements of independent 
claim 13. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection be 
withdrawn from independent claim 13. 
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Claim .1 4 

Dependent claim 14 depends directly or indirectly from parent claim 13 and is allowable 
for at least the reasons recited above in support of parent claim 13. It is also independently 
patentable. 

For example, Potega, Nierlich, and Karanam, individually or in combination, do not teach 
or suggest any type of power-control power output port user conliguration file, let alone a remote 
power manager system "wherein the power-control power output port user configuration file 
comprises at least one user-assigned name for at least one of the plurality of power-control 
power output ports," as recited by dependent claim 14. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of 
dependent claim 14 be withdrawn. 

Patentability of Claims 15-20 over Nierlich, Karanam, and Potega 

Claims 1 5-20 have been added. No new matter has been added. 

Dependent claims 15-18 depend directly or indirectly from parent claim 1 and are 
allowable for at least the reasons recited above in support of parent claim 1 . They are also 
independently patentable. For example, Nierlich, Karanam, and Potega, individually or in 
combination, do not teach or suggest any type of system •'wherein the power-distribution 
apparatus comprises a housing mountable to an electrical equipment rack" (as recited by claim 
15), let alone "wherein the housing comprises a vertical housing vertically mounted to the 
electrical equipment rack" (as recited by claim 16) or "wherein the one or more separate 
electrical appliances are mounted in the electrical equipment rack or another electrical equipment 
rack" (as recited by claim 17). Also, Nierlich, Karanam, and Potega, individually or in 
combination, do not teach or suggest any type of system "wherein the plurality of power-control 
outlets are in active power supply communication with the one or more separate electronic 
appliances," as recited by dependent claim 18. 

Dependent claims 19-20 depend directly or indirectly from parent claim 13 and are 
allowable for at least the reasons recited above in support of parent claim 13. They are also 
independently patentable. For example, Nierlich, Karanam, and Potega, individually or in 
combination, do not teach or suggest any type of remote power manager system "wherein the 
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pluralily of power control power output ports and the power controller in power controllim>, 
communication w ilh the plurality ot power control power output ports are disposed in a power 
distribution apparatus housimf (as recited by claim 19), let alone "wherein the power 
distribution apparatus housing is mountable in an electrical equipment rack and the associated 
electronic devices are mounted in the electrical equipment rack" (as recited by claim 20). 



Request for Interview if Any Issues Remain 

If any issues remain, the Examiner is formally requested to contact the 
undersigned attorney prior to issuance of the next Office action in order to arrange a 
telephonic interview. 

This request is being submitted under MPEP § 713.01, which indicates that an 
interview may be arranged in advance by a written request. 

Conclusion 

Applicants respectfully submit that the claims in their present form should be allowed. 
Such action is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
KLARQUIST SPARKMAN, LLP 

One World Trade Center, Suite 1600 
121 S.W. Salmon Street 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
Telephone: (503) 595-5300 
Facsimile: (503) 595-5301 



By f - • J , 

Justin D. Wagner 
Registration No. 54,519 
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